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DEFINITION: 

Response to Intervention is a multi-tiered process, using an 
evidence - based approach to intervention, to provide services 
to those learners who are struggling. 

RTI Involves: 

Early identification of learning and behavioral needs 

Collaboration among special educators, regular education, 
support personnel, and parents 

Problem – solving to ensure students make progress in regular 
education curriculum  

Informing instruction  

Using student’s learning rate over time 

Using student’s level of performance 

Includes screenings, diagnostics and continuous progress 
monitoring 

Implements intensive interventions 

 

Not a ‘wait to fail’ model 
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Kids struggle because…… 

      

May come to school less prepared in the area of Emergent 
Literacy 
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May come from a culturally different background with different 
values for education 

May have lacked proper instruction in early primary grades 

May have a deficit in some area of language 

May not be able to integrate all the sensory information input 

Deficits in working memory – difficulty applying learned 
information into new novel situations 

May be in a curriculum that does not meet their individual 
needs 

Attention issues in terms of initiating or sustaining attention, 
focusing or selecting 

Deficits in critical thinking skills and/or difficulty with problem 
solving skills 

Key Point: Kids that struggle still need help, even though they 
may not be learning disabled/challenged. 

Summary: 

The idea is that if we provide the struggling learner with 
scientific – based assistance (what has been shown to work), 
and the student responds well, they are not truly a 
challenged/disabled learner. 

Saves on over representation in Special Education AND it may 
find the truly challenged student earlier. 
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Emphasis is on a TEAM. 

 

T= Total Commitment 

   E =Expect Participation 

                                A= All 

                                M = Members 

 

IDEIA Reauthorization: 2004 

 

 RTI may be used as a part of the process to identify students 
as an alternative to using the discrepancy model (cognitive 
referencing). 

First time federal government, by law, allowed for a student to 
be classified as L.D., based on documented responses to 
interventions….thus, RTI. 

Supported by the Commission on Excellence in Education & 
National Research Center on Learning Disabilities 
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Discrepancy Model Definition: 

A severe discrepancy between the intellectual ability (I.Q.) and 
achievement in one or more of these areas: 

Basic reading skills, including comprehension 

Oral expression 

Written expression 

Listening comprehension 

Math. calculation or reasoning 

 

The discrepancy model is characteristic of the following: 

Has been the underlying model for evaluation and treatment; 
quite controversial – past three decades 

Different states and even districts within a state used varying 
formulas to determine eligibility…1.5 SD, 1.2 SD etc. 

Great concern over using this formula and IQ Tests for the 
culturally and linguistically diverse student 
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Borderline struggling student didn’t get services 

Long known as using prolonged periods of time before a 
student actually got services 

 

By Law: 

Not required to use the Discrepancy Model – IDEIA- 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List three types of students who might benefit from using 
an alternative to the Discrepancy Model to identify him/her 
for assistance. 

1.____________________________________ 
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2.____________________________________ 

 

3.____________________________________ 

 

Early Research on RTI:  

Two studies: 

I. Bergan 1977: Problem Solving Approach 

    Identified the behavioral problem, measured it, established 
performance gap between student and peers, intervention team used 
problem solving to interpret data, establish goals, intervention plan  
based on scientifically based practices, over time, monitored progress, 
evaluated and looked at results as compared to peers. Used data to 
make programming decisions.  Individual approach. 

Supporters of this approach: 

No one intervention fits every student with challenges 

Only an effective model if the needs of the individual students taken into 
account 

Still have to be data based decisions for instruction 

Teachers still have to look at their methods of instruction with regard to 
how the student with challenges is impacted 

Problem Solving Approach: In each of the tiers, the team 
follows these four steps: 

Define the problem 
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Plan an intervention 

Implement the intervention 

Evaluate the student’s progress 

Example of Implementation with Data:  

Heartland Area Educational Agency (serving approx. 24% of 
students in Iowa Public Schools) 

Findings (for all categories of Spec Ed…..not just LD) from 
1999-2004, after implementation of Literacy Project, in problem 
solving approach, with 39 schools participating: 

      a) 41% reduction on Spec Ed placements in K 

      b) 34% reduction in Spec Ed placements in 1st  

      c) 25% reduction in Spec Ed placements in 2nd  

      d) 19% reduction in Spec Ed placements in 3rd  
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Second study: II. Deno & Mirkin 1977: 

Used Curriculum – Based Measurement (came to be known as 
standard treatment protocol in RTI). 

Curriculum based measures to establish benchmarks for 
student’s achievement. So, in this model comparing student’s 
achievement only to his/her own prior performance, not to his 
peers. Small group approach for one similar issue. 

Example of Implementation with Data: 

Vellutino, Scanlon, Small & Fanuele (2006): 

In suburban and rural schools in New York 
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Five year longitudinal study explored impact of kindergarten 
and first grade intervention for those students identified as at 
risk for reading disabilities. 

1,373 children in sample – found 30% at risk for reading 
challenges based on letter naming knowledge.  

Treatment and control groups 

Early literacy intervention program kindergarten year 

Two thirty minute sessions per week 

Progress monitoring in Dec., March, and June 

Progress monitored for all students through 3rd grade 

Findings: 

 Students receiving K only or both K and 1st grade 
interventions, 84% performed in the average range on reading 
measures by the end of third grade. 
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Summary:  

Problem solving or standard protocol for RTI 

Data Measuring  

Peer comparisons 

Growth over time (slope on the chart) 
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What would your recommendation be for this student who 
is in an RTI program?  Is he/she making progress? Is it 

acceptable progress?  How will we know? 

1.____________________________________ 

2.____________________________________ 

3.____________________________________ 
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What would your recommendation be for this student who 
is in an RTI program?  Is he/she making progress? Is it 

acceptable progress?  How will we know? 

1.____________________________________ 
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2.____________________________________ 

3.____________________________________ 

 

Although one could guess at the answer regarding making 
progress, the answer is that progress can’t be determined 
from this amount of information BECAUSE the 
standard/benchmark that the student is being asked to 
reach is not listed here. 

 

Who is going to fund RTI? 
 

15% of Special Education Funds 

50% (up to) of Title I Funds 
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(And schools need to be creative in time, not necessarily 
just money). 

 

 

Who will provide the RTI services? 

(The correct answer is THE TEAM!) 

 

 
Regular Ed 

Special Ed 

Reading Specialists 

Social Workers 

Speech - Language Pathologists 

Physical Therapists 
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Occupational Therapists 

School Psychologists 

 

 Goals to consider for RTI programs: 

School wide prevention approach - an integrated model 
Collaboration of all teachers and support personnel will make 
RTI successful 
Many professional organizations in education have position 
papers on RTI (see reference list) 

Seizing the Moment: 

1) Reinvent services in the schools by: 

Understanding RTI definitions and intent 

Defining your specific contributions 

Look at varying models – educate 

Set the stage with administrators 

2) Yields: 

 Activities, very specific 

Promote a workload framework 

Take leadership in RTI design 

  3)  Includes: 

Guiding your assessment and intervention 

Providing short term interventions 



 

© Copyright 2008 - PatVanSlyke.com  -  17 

What results could we expect from RTI? 

Commitment on part of school to improve instruction. 

By looking at student performance, they adopt more efficient 
ways to intervene. (Data doesn’t lie).  

Evidence – based methods of intervention along with 
monitoring drives the changes in instruction. 

Using data, strategies that benefit students are kept and those 
that don’t are changed. 
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Premise Is: 

Students who are responsive to the intervention are not 
learning challenged. 

Students who are NOT responsive to intervention may have 
learning challenges/differences within themselves, and may 
need more than RTI. 

RTI is not: 

In place of an IEP for students with disabilities 

OR 

In place of 504 plans for students who need ongoing 
accommodations 

 

 

Teachers still have the ability and the responsibility to refer 
students that are in the RTI process who may not be doing 

well, or those that they have major concerns about. 
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How is RTI Implemented? 

 Three Tier Model and Four Tier Model are in schools. 

 Georgia has a strong Four Tier model implemented since      
1995.       

Most literature reports and schools talk about a Three Tier 
Model. 

 

List five ideas you have heard/know about HOW RTI can be 
implemented. 

 

1._______________________________________ 

 

2._______________________________________ 

 

3.________________________________________ 

 

4.________________________________________ 

 

5.________________________________________  
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Tier I is about: 

Screening that is universal to all the students in the classroom 

Group test and district wide data 

III 
5%

Tier II Small group 
instruction 15% 

Tier I Support in the general 
education classroom   80% 
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Identify high risk students (cut off around bottom end of 20-
25% of group) 

Observations and data collecting of the curriculum and 
students 

Quarterly monitoring of all student performance (Literacy – 
DIBELS – one possible method)  

Need about six data points over 6-10 weeks 

Set measurable goals 

Design instructional strategies 

Workshops/in-services to teachers and support personnel 

Designing the process and collaboration with all school 
personnel 

Discussions with the principal regarding RTI 

 

 

 

 

Looking at ‘Universal’ Interventions: 

Assessment: 

     Look at the Annual Yearly Progress data 

     State/District wide assessments 

     Attendance 
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Examples of RTI in Tier I would include: 

General Education Teacher: (doesn’t have to consult with 
support personnel at this point, but may chose to do this) 

Identifies students suspected of having learning challenges 

Implements a scientifically validated reading curriculum over 
several weeks 

May involve co teaching or a paraprofessional 

Does repeated assessments  

Charts the data 

How is the student doing compared to other students? 

What percent of other students are achieving district 
benchmarks? 

Has student had access to effective learning environment?  

How much progress is enough???? 
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Other ideas for universal screenings for Tier I: 

 

1.______________________________ 

 

2.______________________________ 

 

3.______________________________ 

Tier II: 

Tier I interventions have not been successful 

Teacher most likely to consult with support 
personnel....specialists should be involved at this point 

Forming small groups 

Chose scientific evidence-based interventions for the specific 
groups (what approaches fit best) 

Providing specialized instruction for a specified amount of time 
– intensive instruction – each day – minimum of four days a 
week  

Collect data to determine each individual student’s progress 

Minimum of 20 data points 

Analyze the data 

Post testing results 
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Tier II Ideas: 

Available in general education settings 

Increase academic time in the curriculum 

Narrow focus of the curriculum 

Time for intervention to be effective 10-30 weeks…really varies 
from district to district 

Student could join special programs already set up in the 
school 

Different personnel involved for Tier I and II 

Train other teachers in the intervention procedures 

Group meetings of those involved with the students to 
determine that the students have not been responsive to the 
intervention 

 

Other Ideas for Tier II: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

© Copyright 2008 - PatVanSlyke.com  -  25 

Tier III Interventions: 

Supplemental small groups 

More in depth assessment 

More intensive targeted instruction 

Specific direct instruction and analyze the strategies being 
used 

Implement 8-10 weeks 

If student does not respond to intervention, based on the data 
and analysis: 

Rule out MR and or emotional disturbances ED 

In depth assessment of weaknesses 

Referral for special education if deemed from the assessments 

Tier III would then be Special Education 

Looking at whether the interventions provided were of 
significant benefit to the student and an increase in learning 
was documented OR that the interventions were sufficient in 
improving learning but are too involved and student’s needs 
are too great to be met without special education 
implementation. 

 

 

How does this look different or similar to RTI programs 
you are aware of or work in? 
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Points to Ponder: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What about Parent’s Role? 

Parents need to have input and they need to know the 
following: 
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What components of RTI will be used? 
When and how will parents participate? 

What is the instruction and who will provide? 
Criteria for the changes to instruction for the student. 

Who is on the decision-making team? 
Parents should be notified as soon as difficulty arises for their 

child. 
Parents are a part of the team. 

Parents should be allowed to initiate RTI team meetings….just 
as in for the IEP. 

Problem is that these are not mandated. 

WWW.ldaAMERICA.ORG 

Learning Disabilities Association has a position paper 
“The Role of Parents/Family in Responsiveness to 

Intervention”.  

 

Accountability: 

Means consistent monitoring. 

Individual students or whole class 

Setting the correct goals 

Tracking performance 

Analyzing the data 

CBM or other charting 
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Classroom Interventions: 
www.studentprogress.org 
(Eichelberger, Paulbinsky, & Thompson, 2006) 

AIMSweb.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting Started with RTI: 

Need support from the administration 

All team members need to understand the hypothesis and 
philosophy of RTI 

Need to meet frequently to set your criteria for your program 

Identify your Tiers – what’s in each level 

Determine what your research based interventions will be 

Implementing RTI: 

Students that are struggling readers 



 

© Copyright 2008 - PatVanSlyke.com  -  29 

Primary grades, but can be done at 4th and 5th 

Students who have had prior interventions 

Students who are on the Student Personnel Watch Team 

Determining Entry – Exit: 

Documentation of any prior interventions 

Parent permission 

Criteria for entry and exit 

Specific time period set up for RTI 

Process for monitoring 

   

Bottom Line is:   

What is success?  

What is less than success? 

 

Answer the following: 

Who is on/should be on your RTI team? 

 

 

Who is the point person or team leader? 
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How often does/should the team meet? 

 

What does the entrance criteria look like? 

 

 

What does the exit criteria look like? 

 

What progress monitoring system would work for your team?  

 

Let’s Get Specific: The Team 

Contributions range all the way from program design, through 
collaboration, and working with the individual students. 

Program Design: 

Provide in-services on the role language plays in the curriculum 
instruction for all students.  

Share the interconnections between language and literacy. 

Get on the team that makes decisions regarding screening 
measures. 

Know the literature on literacy assessment and intervention 
approaches. 

Assist in identifying students with needs in language skills. 

Seek Professional Development opportunities. 
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Collaboration: 

Assist general education teachers with classroom screenings. 

Assist as team member to develop the progress monitoring. 

Assist as team member providing interventions. 

Consult with teachers to meet Tier I needs of students, esp. 
language/literacy. 

Interpret screening and progress assessment results for 
families. 

Provide in services for team, parents and or district 
administration personnel. 

Try using the following in your collaboration from- 

The Four Agreements: 

From The Four Agreements by Don Miguel Ruiz 

Be Impeccable with Your Word 

Spec. Ed 

Support 
Personnel

Reg. Ed 
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Don’t Take Anything Personally 

Don’t Make Assumptions 

Always Do Your Best 

 

 

 

Working with Individual Students: 

Conduct expanded screenings of speech/sound errors for K-3 
students. 

Track students who are stimulable.  

Use norm-referenced, standardized, and informal assessments 
to determine those who have speech & language challenges.  

Determine duration, intensity and type of service these 
students need. 

Identify and disseminate evidence-based practices for RTI 
interventions at any of the Tiers. 
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END NOTE: 

An on-line ASHA CEU approved course, by this provider, is coming soon on: 
Implementing Language and Literacy within the RTI program. Expected availability is 
October, 2008. 

 

 

 


